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The Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife now is accept-
ing Moose Lottery Permit Applications 
online at www.mefi shwildlife.com.

This year, as a result of a need to 
reduce spending, the Maine Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
will no longer be printing and mail-
ing paper applications for the Moose 
Lottery.

“Everyone is encouraged to help 
the Department in its efforts to save 
money by applying for the 2009 
Moose Lottery by using the online ap-
plication process,” said Commissioner 
Roland “Danny” Martin. “The online 
application process is quick and easy. 
Plus, applicants will get an instant 
confi rmation of their entry into the 
lottery.”

Because of the conversion to an 
online application process, IF&W is 
extending the deadline for applica-
tions by six weeks. This year’s online 
moose lottery application deadline is 
11:59 p.m. on May 15.

If an applicant does not have ac-
cess to a computer, IF&W offers the 
following suggestions:

• Using a computer at work 
during lunch or a break;

• Using a computer at a local 
library or an Internet café;

• Asking a friend or relative 
with a computer for help.

If an applicant still is unable to 
apply for the moose lottery online, 
the Department suggests:

• Printing out a paper applica-
tion from IF&W’s website at 
www.mefi shwildlife.com, fi ll 
it out, and mail it with your 
payment to the Department;

• Coming to IF&W’s main offi ce 
to fi ll out a paper applica-
tion. The address is 284 State 
Street in Augusta;

• Sending a stamped self-
addressed envelope to IF&W 
at the address below. Depart-
ment personnel will mail a 
paper application that can 
be fi lled out and mailed with 
your payment to IF&W. 

IF&W’s address is: Moose Permit 
Application Request, Maine Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, 
41 SHS, 284 State St., Augusta, ME 
04333-0041

D E A D L I N E

H O W  T O  A P P L Y

Photo by Deb Plengey

The 2009 Moose Permit Lottery will take place June 18 at the University of 

Maine at Fort Kent.

Continued on Page 2
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• For an application, visit www.
mefi shwildlife.com and click 
on “2009 Moose Permit Lot-
tery.”

• If an applicant applied for a 
moose permit last year, all of 
his/her information is pre-
fi lled into this year’s online 
application. To start, an appli-
cant must type in his/her fi rst 
name, last name and date of 
birth as printed on last year’s 
application. The system will 
look up the applicant’s infor-
mation. Applicants are asked 
to review their personal data 
and make any changes. 

• If an applicant fi lls out an 

application this year – and 
happens to move or change 
his/her phone number before 
the application deadline – the 
applicant can go online and 
edit the previously submitted 
moose permit application.

• Once a person has fi lled out 
an application, he/she will be 
able to print out a confi rma-
tion page. Also, a confi rma-
tion will be e-mailed to the 
applicant. This way the indi-
vidual has a printed record of 
the day/time of the appli-
cation as well as all of the 
information he/she provided 
to us.

A person may only submit • 

one application for the moose 
lottery per year. If it is found 
that an applicant has applied 
more than one time in a year, 
that applicant will be disquali-
fi ed.
You are eligible to obtain • 
a Maine Big Game Hunting 
License or will be eligible to 
obtain a Maine Big Game 
Hunting License by the 
opening day of the Moose 
hunting season. Please note: 
Although a junior hunting 
license can be pre-issued 
before the holder is 10 years 
old, be advised that the 
license and permit cannot be 
used until the youngster is 10 
years old.
You did not obtain a permit • 
in 2007 or 2008 by lottery 
drawing. 

O N L I N E  P R O C E S S

W H O  C A N  A P P L Y

Apply online now for moose permit lottery

Continued from Page 1

Having fun, learning safety at Greenland Point
Twenty-eight kids from around 

Maine attended Greenland Point’s 
winter camp on Feb. 14-15 and 
learned a number of winter activities 
and safety tips from experts.

IF&W regional safety coordinators 
Harland Hitchings and Rick Tidd and 
safety instructor Ernie West helped 
out.

The children experienced cross-
country skiing, ice fi shing, snowshoe-
ing, wilderness survival and shelter 
building, fi rst aid and winter dress, 
hiking, star gazing, trapping and 
canoe sliding.

The Greenland Point Center 
is located in Princeton, and offers 
residential camps designed to teach 
children the importance of conserva-
tion, a respect for the environment 
and a knowledge of outdoor skills.

Rick Tidd, a 
regional safety 
coordinator 
with IF&W, 
gives snow-
mobile safety 
instruction to 
children who 
participated 
in Greenland 
Point’s winter 
camp on Feb. 
14-15.
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Check out ‘Chickadee Check-Off’ on your Maine tax forms
Help Support Maine’s Endangered and Non-Game Species Fund

Thank you!

As part of IF&W’s long term 
recruitment monitoring program, 
Wildlife Biologist Randy Cross and his 
bear crew have successfully captured 
91 bears in 50 dens this winter.

They  captured all the yearlings 
that were present with their moth-
ers in the dens. These yearling bears 
were born in the dens of radio-col-
lared females in January of 2008 and 
entered new dens with their mothers 
this fall.

We believe the weights of these 
one-year-old bears are the best 
measure of the relative abundance 
and quality of natural foods during 
the preceding summer. The average 
weights of yearlings in the dens this 
winter were the second highest seen 
in Maine in the last 10 years. Year-
lings averaged 52 pounds indicat-
ing that last summer’s forage base 
for bears was better than average.  
Yearling weights over the last 10 
years have ranged from 34 (following 
the summer of 2002) to 58 pounds 
(following the summer of 2006). This 
winter’s yearling weights are the third 
highest recorded since we began 
weighing yearlings in their dens in 
1975 (35 years).

Randy and his crew plan to 
visit 41 more dens of radio-collared 

females this winter to assess cub 
production. Based on the appar-
ent abundance of food last summer, 
a high number of cub births in the 
remaining dens is expected and there 
are good prospects of survival for 
those that are born. Cub survival is 
another important piece of the puzzle 

for bear managers.  Survival is highly 
variable and diffi cult to predict. We 
have seen cub survival range from 
below 40 percent to above 92 percent 
during the last 15 years in Maine.

This and last winter’s deep snow 
has very little impact on bears who 
are waiting for spring in their dens.

Photo by Karen Estabrook

Lisa Bates and Dave Perf, members of IF&W’s “bear crew,” examine a year-

ling bear at its den near Howland in late January.

Yearling bear

weights high 

this winter



Future of fi sh, wildlife topic
of special meeting in D.C.

Dr. Ken Elowe, IF&W Director of 
Resource Management, was invited 
to participate in a limited meeting of 
selected State and Federal agencies 
and several environmental groups in 
Washington DC last week to formu-
late a conservation strategy to assure 
the future of fi sh and wildlife in light 
of changes that may take place with 
changes in climate.  

The objective of the meeting 
was to develop consensus about how 
best to approach conservation that 
provides resiliency to fi sh and wildlife 
resources and provide those recom-
mendations to Congress along with 
estimated funding needs to accom-
plish.

Landscape conservation, achieved 
cooperatively was the overwhelm-
ing consensus, and Maine’s Begin-
ning with Habitat program already 
provides most of the recommended 
framework for this approach.

Boat motor horsepower limit
on Allen Pond brings opinions

 
Commissioner Roland “Danny” 

Martin attended a public hearing 
on Wednesday, Feb. 25, to listen to 
imput on a request to restrict the 
horsepower on motorboats on Allen 
Pond in Greene. Approximately 100 
people attended, and the majority 
of speackers said they opposed the 
limitation.

The issue is before the IF&W 
Advisory Council, and Commissioner 
Martin will give his recommendation 
to council members at a meeting next 
month.

How animals adapt topic
of talk at Augusta Nature Club

IF&W Natural Sciences Educator 
Lisa Kane gave a two-hour presenta-
tion on IF&W and animals’ amazing 
adaptations to about 40 people on 

Wednesday, Feb. 25, at the Augusta 
Nature Club.

Special permit applications
reviewed by committee

Deputy Commissioner Paul 
F. Jacques met with the Disabled 
Hunter, Trapper and Angler Advisory 
Committee on Tuesday, Feb. 24, to 
review applications for special permits 
for people with permanent physical 
disabilities.

Ice fi shing derby proceeds
benefi t Meals on Wheels

Deputy Commissioner Paul F. 
Jacques attended the 11th Annual 
Gene and Lucille Letourneau Ice Fish-
ing Derby on Sunday, Feb. 22 at the 
Muskie Center in Waterville. 

Jacques said he conducted the 

weigh-in for the children’s fi sh derby, 
and reports that the kids “had a lot of 
nice fi sh in all categories.”

All of the proceeds from Sun-
day’s derby are going to the Meals on 
Wheels Program.

Jacques said he’s participated in 
this derby each of its 11 years.

Photographers take aim 
at Maine Wildlife Park’s pass

Media coverage in January 
sparked an interest in the Maine Wild-
life Park’s winter photography pass.

The photography tours are by 
reservation only and only are avail-
able on certain days.

Special admission fees apply.
Interested persons may call the 

Maine Wildlife Park at 657-4977 x0 or 
e-mail at mainewildlifepark@maine.
rr.com.
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Photo by Bob Myers, Maine Snowmobile Association

Members of the Legislature’s committees on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and 

Agriculture, Forestry and Conservation learned about snowmobiling -- from 

law enforcement by the Maine Warden Service to trail grooming -- on Tues-

day, Feb. 24. The Maine Snowmobile Association talked about the family-

oriented sport and its importance to Maine’s economy. A snowmobile ride and 

luncheon for the legislators was sponsored by the North Augusta Trailblazers 

Club.
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Gil Gilpatrick, well known Maine 
Guide and author, and Danielle 
D’Auria, Wildlife Biologist with the 
IF&W’s Bangor Bird Group, provided 
the voices for two radio ads to pro-
mote the Loon License Plate. 

Gil comes to this effort from the 
perspective of helping guide thou-
sands of people enjoying the Alla-
gash and his appreciation of Maine’s 
forests and wildlife.  Danielle is the 
lead biologist for a number of bird 
species including the Black Tern.  This 
species’ conservation is being assisted 
by volunteers from the Nokomis High 
School. 

The ads were produced by Skip 
King, Axon Marketing, and recorded 
at the Studio in Portland. 

Starting this week the one minute 
ads will run several times each day 
during the last week of each month 
on the following radio stations:  

WTOS   105 FM Skowhegan   • 

at http://www.wtosfm.com/
WQCB  Q106.5 FM Brewer at • 
http://www.wqcb-fm.com/
WBLM   102.9 FM Portland at • 
http://www.wblm.com/
WFNK 107.5 FM  Portland at • 
http://www.1075frank.com/

The ads are part of a larger 
promotion effort being conducted by 
Axon Marketing to increase the sales 
of Loon Plates to support IF&W’s 
endangered and nongame programs 
and DOC’s state parks. 

Additional information can be 
found at www.myloonplate.com

LOON THE AIR
Radio ads promoting plate begin airing across state

IF&W Wildlife Resource Assess-
ment Section (WRAS) and Region 
B biologists assisted USDA-APHIS 
Wildlife Services for a second year 
in capturing, banding and relocating 
several hundred ducks from the Ban-
gor International Airport to southern 
Maine. 

The ducks represent a hazard 
to air traffi c due to increased poten-
tial for midair collisions.  Last year’s 
relocation efforts were successful in 

removing ducks using open water for 
a night roost in the central drainage 
ditch of the airport located directly 
adjacent to the airport’s helipad.

The BIA staff was pleased with 
last year’s results and solicited as-
sistance from APHIS and IF&W again 
this year. 

A total of 485 ducks (mostly mal-
lards with a few black ducks) have 
been moved to Scarborough Marsh as 
of Feb. 24.  Less than 100 ducks re-

main and a fi nal capture effort is ex-
pected before the end of the month.  
Some interesting facts resulting from 
banding the ducks removed last year:  
1) Of the 658 ducks relocated last 
winter 8 percent were recaptured this 
winter at BIA, 2) 3 percent of the 658 
banded last year were harvested dur-
ing the waterfowl seasons in Maine 
(14); Canada - Ontario (1), Quebec 
(1), New Brunswick (1); and, Virginia 
(1). 

IF&W captures, moves ducks from Bangor airport
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Chronic Wasting Disease Surveillance in Maine

Test samples come back negative
The Maine Department of Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife continues to 
test white-tailed deer for Chronic 
Wasting Disease, an untreatable 
disease that causes irreversible brain 
damage that ultimately leads to death 
in affected animals.  IF&W wildlife bi-
ologists recently received test results 
from 791 white-tailed deer, mostly 
from the 2008 harvest, as well as 
one moose euthanized by the Maine 
Warden Service. All samples were 
negative.

“Keeping Chronic Wasting Disease 
out of Maine is critical to the health 
and productivity of our deer and 
moose herds,” said Wildlife Biologist 
Lee Kantar, whose specializes in deer 
and moose. “Chronic Wasting Disease 
has been found in many states and 
Canadian provinces, and is as close 
by as New York.”

If it emerges in Maine, CWD 
could reduce Maine’s deer population 
by lowering adult survival. Monitor-
ing and control of CWD is extremely 
costly and would divert already scarce 
funding and staff resources away 
from other much-needed programs.

CWD Threat is Real
The threat of Chronic Wasting 

Disease entering Maine is real, and 
the Maine Department of Inland Fish-
eries and Wildlife has been vigilant 
about stopping that from happening 
by warning hunters about the risks 
and passing new regulations. 

In 2008, two whole white-tailed 
deer carcasses, killed out-of-state, 
were brought into Maine illegally, 
according to Kantar. “Fortunately 
these deer tested negative for CWD,” 
Kantar said. “Since no state or prov-
ince can claim to be free of CWD, it 
is critical to prevent this scenario. It 

also is why Maine has a tough law 
making it illegal for hunters who hunt 
or kill a deer, elk, moose or caribou in 
another state or province to transport 
any carcass parts that pose a risk of 
containing CWD prions into Maine.”

Transport laws
Hunters may return to Maine 

only with boned-out meet, hardened 
antlers (with or without skull caps), 
hides without the head portion, and 
fi nished taxidermy mounts. If still 
attached, skull caps must be cleaned 
and free of brain and other tissues.  
We ask that all sportsmen and wom-
en adhere to this and inform others 
about the importance of this rule.

It is legal for individuals to 
transport cervid carcasses or parts 
through the state of Maine if they are 
destined for other states, provinces, 
and countries. Transportation is to 
occur without undue delay and must 
use the most reasonably direct route 
through Maine to the fi nal destina-
tion. Cervid carcasses or parts must 
be transported in a manner that is 
both leak-proof and that prevents 
their exposure to the environment.

If a hunter plans to hunt deer, 
moose, elk or caribou in a state or 
province known or suspected to 
harbor CWD, there are some com-
monsense precautions he/she should 
take to avoid handling, transporting 
or consuming potential CWD-infected 
specimens. For more information on 
these precautions or CWD, visit the 
IF&W website at www.mefi shwildlife.
com.

What is CWD?
Chronic Wasting Disease is one 

of a group of diseases known as 
Transmissible Spongiform Encephal-
opathies (TSEs). Other TSEs include 
Scrapie in sheep, Mad Cow in cattle, 
and Creuzfeldt Jacob Disease in 
humans.

Chronic Wasting Disease is known 
to occur in mule deer, elk, and white-
tailed deer. Other cervids such as red 
deer, fallow deer and sika deer, as 
well as moose and caribou, also may 
be susceptible. CWD is thought to be 
caused by an infectious protein called 
a prion that upon entering the body 
causes the host’s normal proteins 
to take on a diseased form. These 
prions accumulate in the brain and 
spinal cords, as well as lymph nodes, 
spleen, eye tissues, bone marrow, sa-
liva, feces and urine in diseased deer.



Lily Bay man injured in sled

incident dies two days later
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A 68-year-old Lily Bay man died 
Feb. 24 from injuries he suffered in a 
snowmobile incident on Sunday, Feb. 
22.

Paul Tibbetts, 68, of Lily Bay, was 
snowmobiling with his fi ve nephews 
on a groomed trail four miles from 
Kokadjo, at approximately 1:30 p.m. 
Sunday when he missed a turn on the 
trail and struck a snow bank located 
just off the trail, according to MWS 
Lt. Pat Dorian. 

Mr. Tibbetts was thrown over the 
front of his snowmobile and landed 
on his back. He was wearing a hel-
met. His nephews performed fi rst aid 
and transported their uncle to C.A. 
Dean Memorial Hospital in Greenville. 
He was treated there and transferred 
to Eastern Maine Medical Center in 
Bangor.

The Maine Warden Service was 
contacted by the Offi ce of the Chief 
Medical Examiner at 1:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 24 requesting a report on this 
incident. According to Lt. Dorian, this 
was the fi rst notifi cation of the inci-
dent received by the Maine Warden 
Service.

The incident is under investiga-
tion. Mr. Tibbett’s death is the sixth 
snowmobile-related fatality this 
season.

Westport Island man rescued
from icy Stony Brook waters

A 35-year-old Westport Island 
man was able to use his cell phone to 
call for help after falling through thin 
ice on his snowmobile this afternoon, 
Feb. 24, 2009.

The man was alone when he 
was driving his snowmobile on Stony 
Brook in Pittston at approximately 
4:15 p.m. Feb. 24. He came off of his 
seld when it broke through thin ice in 

approximately four feet of water, ac-
cording to MWS game Warden Doug 
Kulis.

The man, who has one arm, was 
able to stand in the water and used 
his cell phone to call for help. He was 
in the water for approximately 35 
minutes before he was rescued by 
Gardiner Rescue.

The man suffered mild hypo-
thermia and was transported to 
Maine General Hospital.

N.H. man fails to tell friend
he’s OK; search launched

A New Hampshire man reported 
missing by a friend after he failed 
to return to her Brownville home as 
planned on Sunday called his friend 
on Tuesday, Feb. 24 to say he was OK 
and on his way back to her house.

The man had told his friend on 
Saturday, Feb. 21, that he would be 
snowmobiling from Pittston Farm via 
Kokadjo to Millinocket to meet friends 
there, and that he would be back in 
Brownville on Sunday, according to 
MWS Lt. Pat Dorian.

The Maine Warden Service 
received a missing persons report at 
10:15 a.m. on Feb. 24, and initiated a 
massive search for him. A MWS pilot 
fl ew for more than three hours check-
ing snowmobile trails from Pittston 
Farm to Kokadjo, from Kokadjo to 
Millinocket, and from Brownville to 
Pittston Farm. At least 10 Game 
Wardens searched main snowmobile 
trails, many that had not been broken 
open since Sunday/Monday’s snow-
storm. Snow in many locations still is 
four to fi ve feet deep.

The man failed to tell his friend 
where he was and that his plans 
had changed. The search cost the 
Maine Warden Service approximately 

$4,000. The incident is under investi-
gation.

Glenburn men get stranded
on trail during winter storm

Two Glenburn men who were 
returning to Nicatous Lodge near Bur-
lington to retrieve a cell phone they 
had left there became stranded on 
a snowmobile trail during the snow-
storm on Feb. 22 and had to be res-
cued by the Maine Warden Service.

Game Warden Bruce Loring 
received a call at 8:45 p.m. Sunday 
that two men driving a Toyota pickup 
truck were stuck in the snow on a 
snowmobile trail on 25000 Road in 
T34. The 25000 Road, off Stud Mill 
Road, is partly plowed in the winter 
and then becomes a snowmobile trail.

The rescue took approximately 
four hours because of the winter 
storm that was underway and the 
location where the men eventually 
were found. Warden Loring said the 
snow was falling heavily and visibil-
ity was zero, and the trail conditions 
were treacherous.

“The wind was driving and the 
snow was coming down in a steady 
sheet,” according to Warden Loring. 
“I had to stop to make sure that I 
was still on the trail several times, 
and I drove off it several more times. 

FIELD NOTES

Continued on Page 8



The only way I could navigate is with 
my GPS unit that I mounted on my 
sled.”

Warden Loring reached the 
men via snowmobile. The men were 
located in the truck, which belongs 
to Mr. Goodell, approximately 10 
miles down the road near Deer Lake. 
Each was wearing a sweatshirt, pants 
and shoes, but they did not have 
the proper attire for winter weather 
conditions. They also had a dog with 
them.

Warden Loring said that by the 
time he located the men, Mr. Good-
ell’s truck was running but almost out 
of gas. The tank would have been 
empty in a matter of minutes, accord-
ing to Warden Loring. Also, the bat-
tery on the cell phone they had with 
them had died.

Warden Loring gave the men 
extra coats, gloves and gear he had 
brought with him. Also, he fi lled the 
truck with six gallons of gas he car-
ried with him on his sled. One man 
and the dog were brought out of the 
woods on Warden Loring’s snowmo-
bile to the warden’s truck while the 
other man stayed warm inside the 
Toyota truck. Then Warden Loring 
picked up the other man. Both men 
were given a ride to Brewer.

Anglers fi ght, one pulls knife
during derby; two arrested

One person pulled a knife and 
threatened a gun on another person 
during a fi shing dispute at the Sebago 
Lake fi shing derby last weekend.

Wardens Mike Joy, Neal Wykes, 
John Lonergan and Sgt. Tim Spahr 
arrested the subjects at gunpoint for 
criminal assault. During the arrests, 
the wardens found that one subject 
was a convicted felon with a warrant 
out for his arrest.

The two male adult subjects 
that were arrested had a 15-year-old 
handicapped boy with them, and one 

of the men tried to hide illegal drugs 
on the boy.

Man uses knife to threaten
angler over trap at derby

One person threatened another 
when the second man apparently 
checked the trap of the fi rst man at 
the Ossipee Derby during Valentine’s 
weekend.

Warden John Lonergan, Sgt. Tim 
Spahr and York County Deputy Sheriff 
Chris Rioux received a report of the 
alleged attempted assault, plus a 
description of the man with the knife 
and the snowmobile he was riding.

The three law enforcement 
offi cers came upon a snowmobile 
matching the description, and the 
offi cers noticed that the man was 
visibly intoxicated. The man was 
uncooperative and confrontational, 
but was given -- and failed -- a fi eld 
sobriety test.

A large stiletto-style knife was 
found on the man during a pat-down 
search.

After being transported to York 
County Jail, the man asked the two 
wardens if they’d like to place a bet -- 
with money -- that his blood-alcohol 
content would be above 2.0. His BAC 
was 0.27. 

The attempted assault case is 
being investigated by the York County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Ice fi shermen moving shack
drive onto thin ice, sink truck

Two ice fi shermen moving a 
shack from one lake to another be-
came lost in a snowstorm, drove onto 
thin ice and sank into Webb Lake at 
approximately 10 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 18.

The men were pulling the shack 
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Photo by Game Warden Rick Stone

Game wardens responded to three vehicles and four snowmobiles going 

through the ice in separate incidents during the Sebago Lake fi shing derby 

last weekend. This one sunk in 54 feet of water, and attempts to pull it out of 

the lake were unsuccessful on Sunday because the towing cables broke twice. 

A bigger tow truck was used on Monday. No injuries were reported. 

Continued from Page 7

Continued on Page 9



on a trailer from Embden Pond to 
Webb Lake.

When leaving the north end of 
Webb Lake, the men became dis-
oriented by the snowstorm and told 
Game Warden Kris MacCabe that they 
believed they were driving north-
bound when in fact they were head-
ing south. 

Warden MacCabe said the men 
drove the entire length of the lake 
before going into thin ice and open 
water at the narrow part of the lake 
by Webb River.

Wardens MacCabe and Josh 
Smith responded to the ice anglers’ 
call for help. Neither angler was hurt.

Snowmobiler, passenger try
to run open water on sled

A snowmobiler and his passen-
ger attempted to drive across a long 
stretch of open water near White’s 
Bridge in Windham last weekend, but 
did it in front of Sgt. Chris Simmons.

The two were not successful and 
were able to swim out of the water, 
where Sgt. Simmons issued them a 
summons.

Reported fl oating body that
of diver searching for sled

A concerned citizen called the 
Maine Warden Service on Feb. 19 to 
report that there was an ATV in the 
water on the Lebanon side of Milton 
Three Ponds, which is a border water 
in New Hampshire and Maine. The 
“body” was a diver who was recov-
ering a snowmobile that had gone 
through the water two days earlier.

Warden uses truck computer
for sledder to buy registration

During a recent stop, Warden 
Allan Gillis listened to a snowmobiler 
give many excuses as to why he had 
an unregistered sled without current 

registration stickers. The man said his 
wife was supposed to do it, that he 
had just moved, and so on.

Warden Gillis issued the man a 
summons, but then asked the sledder 
if he had a credit card on him, which 
he did. Using the new computer in his 
truck, Warden Gillis signed onto MO-
SES, the Department’s online licens-
ing system, and let the man register 
his snowmobile from on the trail.

The sledder then went on his 
way with a summons -- and a newly 
registered sled.

Man’s calls for help starts 
search; turns out to be a hoax

A man called 9-1-1 saying “help,” 
but not giving any further informa-
tion. Phase II information provided 
by the emergency dispatcher said 
the call was coming from the Bangor 
Forest area.

Warden Jim Fahey and Bangor 

Police offi cers talked to some people 
at the forest’s parking lot.

Upon investigation, it turned out 
the call was one of many that were 
from a man playing a hoax.

Man threatens suicide; found
passed out under blankets

A Newport-area man told friends 
he could not take it anymore and was 
going to jump in the open water at 
Sebasticook Lake. He left a friend’s 
home, and the friend gave chase but 
could not catch up to him.

Wardens Jim Fahey and Jared 
Herrick, and Sgts. Scott Thrasher and 
Kevin Adam initiated a search that 
lead to a small trailer the man owned 
in the area.

Inside the trailer was a queen-
size bed that took up much of the 
space, and beside it was a pile of 
blankets.

Underneath the heap was the 
man, passed out near the wall.

N.H. man arrested for alleged
poaching of moose in Maine

On Thursday, Feb. 4, Maine Game 
Wardens, New Hampshire Conserva-
tion Offi cers and U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service Special Agents executed 
two search warrants stemming from a 
2008 Maine moose hunt investigation.

Warrants were executed at the 
residence of Carroll Nelson III, 53, of 
Middleton, N.H., and Carroll Nelson 
Jr., 80, of Lebanon, Maine, according 
to Maine Warden Service Captain Dan 
Scott.

Wardens seized meat and a 
fi rearm during the execution of the 
search warrants.

Nelson III was charged with two 
Maine Class D violations: Hunting 
Moose without a Permit and Hunt-
ing Moose after Having Killed One. 
Each of the charges carry a minimum 
mandatory penalty of $1,000 fi ne and 
three days in jail.

Nelson Jr. was not charged.
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SNOWMOBILE ACTIVITY
REPORT

For the week ending 2-22-09

Accidents -- Current Week: 22
Accidents -- Total ‘09: 136

With Property Damage Only: 29
With Personal Injury Only: 68

With PD and PI: 35

Fatalities -- Total ‘09: 6
Five on trails; one on road (MSP)

Accidents -- Total
(Same Time Last Year): 152

Fatalities -- Total
(Same Time Last Year): 4

OUI cases -- ‘09: 16
Reckless Operation -- ‘09: 20

Other snowmobile
enforcement cases -- ‘09: 625

Search and Rescues -- ‘09: 27

Continued from Page 8



Southern Maine

REGION A

By Francis Brautigam
Regional Fisheries Biologist

Gray

Tis’ the season for ice fi shing 
derbies.  A complete list of winter 
derbies scheduled around the state 
the can be found at the Department’s 
web site (www.mefi shwildlife.com.). 
When you are at the website, click on 
“Derbies and Tournaments” under the 
“fi shing” link.  Many of the scheduled 
derbies are organized by nonprofi t 
organizations seeking to raise funds 
for worthwhile causes.  

On Sunday, Feb. 15, Scott Bar-
tlett and the rest of F.E.T. hosted 
one of the largest derbies in south-
ern Maine.  Good ice and pleasant 
weather brought out the crowds on 
Little Ossipee Lake.  Lake trout and 
largemouth bass dominated the top 
placing anglers in the “adult” division  
with Jerry Parlin taking fi rst with a 
6.23-pound togue.

The kids division brought in 
a greater mix of fi sh, including a 
1.48-pound salmon caught by 1st 
place winner Tucker Cole. The total 
amount of the prizes that were 
awarded topped $6,000.  

A statewide derby called the 
Maine Chevrolet Derby, hosted by the 
Sebago Lake Rotary, is scheduled for 
March 7-8.  Total prizes for this event 
will exceed $31,000, including a 4x4 
pick up truck.  This event issues 
prizes for four fi sh categories includ-
ing togue, pickerel, muskie, and pike.  
Information on the Maine Chevrolet 
Derby may be found at www.icefi sh-
ingderby.com.  

By Bill Woodward
Assistant Regional Fisheries Biologist

Sidney

Winter weather plays a role in 
many an angler’s plans for an ice-
fi shing trip, and likely was prominent 
in their thoughts during this January’s 
cold, wind, and snow. Once we get 
past the middle of February, anglers 
can make more defi nite plans for 
pleasant and often successful forays 
out on the ice. Hardy anglers who 
brave the early season cold often 
have great success. But when the late 
winter weather turns more pleasant, 
whole families, including those that 
have a diffi cult time coping with the 
cold, are able to enjoy a day’s fi shing 
on the ice. 

Early in February, I did a mid-
week survey of Cochnewagon Pond 

and Wilson Pond, the two waters 
that I have been checking since the 
beginning of the year. Both have 
had fairly good access to the ice this 
winter, so angler numbers have been 
high as evidenced by the number 
of ice shacks and vehicles on the 
ice.  But rain on the day before I 
surveyed made for rough going as 
slush and soft snow discouraged all 
but two anglers. Those two were 
highly rewarded, with both catch-
ing brown trout, one that tipped the 
scale at 4 pounds. In early January, 
Cochnewagon and Wilson were giving 
persistent anglers good catches of 
stocked 12- to 15-inch brook trout. As 
with most waters, as the ice sea-
son progresses brook trout become 
scarce and more diffi cult to catch. 
Persistent anglers who fi sh in areas 
on the ice that have not been visited 
by anglers earlier in the year may be 
pleasantly rewarded with brook trout 
and occasional brown trout catches in 

REGION A: This is the scene at a fi shing derby on Little Ossipee Lake 
this month.
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Central Maine
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late winter. In fact, on the very next 
weekend after the aforementioned 
survey, several brook trout were har-
vested at Cochnewagon and Wilson 
ponds.  You just have to keep trying!

By Rick Jordan
Regional Fisheries Biologist

Jonesboro

West Grand Lake is one of east-
ern Maine’s largest and most popu-
lar fi sheries for landlocked salmon 
and lake trout. Since the ice fi shing 
season opened on Feb. 1, anglers 
have experienced fast fi shing for both 
species. Salmon are fat and full of 
smelts, which our studies have shown 
to produce the best catch rates 
because fi sh are getting plenty of en-
ergy to cruise and continue feeding.

Likewise, the togue are hitting 
well because natural reproduction has 
yielded higher levels of abundance in 
recent years. To reduce this popula-
tion to more desirable levels, we are 
encouraging anglers to harvest their 
limit. 

Last September, our staff con-
ducted intensive sonar surveys of 
West Grand’s smelt population and 
found that abundance levels are 
presently excellent. Smelts are the 
primary forage fi sh utilized by land-
locked salmon and are heavily utilized 
by togue, also.

When ice fi shing at West Grand, 
remember that the lake is home to 
two less-common fi sh species, the 

lake whitefi sh and the cusk, both 
of which provide additional angling 
opportunity. Use small bait or jigs 
for whitefi sh and set the hook gently 
to avoid pulling the hook out of the 
fi sh’s mouth.

Plan to enjoy fi shing in March, 
although many anglers have put 
away their gear, because the weather 
is often better, and the fi sh bite well. 
And fi nally, remember to watch for 
pressure ridges and cracks that form 
on these big lakes. They can be dan-
ger zones.

By David Boucher
Regional Fisheries Biologist

Strong

This seems to be the year for 
big white perch. A new state record 

was recently set by Jeff Paquette of 
Freedom with a 3.02-pounder from 
Ellis Pond in Brooks.

Jeff’s record didn’t hold for long, 
though, because Chris Bubier of 
Wilton caught one that weighed in at 
3.13 pounds. This 17.25-inch monster 
was caught on Jan. 24 from Parker 
Pond (also known as Mirror Lake) in 
Jay. 

The fi sh was offi cially weighed at 
Rick’s Market in Wilton, and I exam-
ined the fi sh a bit later for confi rma-
tion. Congratulations to Chris!  

Besides Parker Pond, other spots 
in the region for excellent white perch 
include Norcross, Crowell, and North 
Ponds in Chesterville, Wesserunsett 
Lake in Madison, Ellis (Roxbury) 
Pond in Roxbury, Wentworth Pond in 
Solon, and Webb Lake in Weld. Most 
of these waters also have received 
heavy stockings of large fall yearling 
brookies, browns and salmon, so 
there are lots to choose from. 
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REGION C: A landlocked salmon from West Grand Lake.

Western Maine

REGION D
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IF&W Fisheries Biologist Dave 
Howatt and I have been busy with 
our angler survey at Spring Lake, 
which is just north of Flagstaff Lake 
in Somerset County. The fi shing has 
been a bit spotty, but togue and 
brook trout have been caught fairly 
consistently throughout the winter. 
The togue are somewhat thin and 
there are lots of small fi sh being han-
dled. We believe at least two large 
year classes of young wild togue are 
present. The poor condition of the 
togue (and salmon) indicates a low 
smelt population, so we have some 
work to do. At present, we’re con-
sidering a slight liberalization of the 
togue bag limit, temporary suspen-
sion of salmon stocking, a reduction 
in brook trout stocking, and a year 
or two of smelt egg transfers. The 
idea is to reduce the number of smelt 
predators in the lake, while providing 
a short-term boost to smelt produc-
tion. 

We’ll keep you posted.

By Tim Obrey
Regional Fisheries Biologist

Greenville

It is the midpoint of the win-
ter fi shing season and that means 
warmer temperatures are on the way. 
March provides some of the best ice 
fi shing, especially for togue.  It’s a 
good chance to catch a mid-winter 
suntan while jigging up a few lake 
trout.  

The 2nd Annual Moosehead Lake 
Togue Derby was a big success.  The 
derby was held over Super Bowl 
weekend on Maine’s largest lake.  
The weather was brisk but over 400 
tickets were sold for the three-day 
derby.  We registered 1,864 togue of 
all sizes over the weekend. The catch 
per ticket sold was just about the 
same as last year.  This year’s biggest 
fi sh was 6.0 lbs and earned Roscoe 

Ryan of Warren a check for $1,500. 
Second and third place went to Abra-
ham Hatch of Damariscotta and Heiko 
Nichols of Hartland. 

More than 160 fi sh pool prizes 
were drawn as well.  The grand door 
prize was an ice fi shing/camping 
package donated by Coleman that 
went to Glenn Hanna of Augusta. 
The second door prize was a medium 
Otter Sled, cover, and hitch donated 
by Indian Hill Trading Post of Green-
ville that went to Tom Tash of Dover-
Foxcroft, and third prize was a nice 
pair of Pro-Staff binoculars donated 
by Nikon that went to Ed O’Neil of 
Beaver Cove. 

We also had a report of a 
14-pound cusk caught in the Rock-
wood area.  No prize for that fi sh, but 
it was still a trophy.

Ricky Craven traveled around the 
lake by snow sled visiting with many 
of the derby contestants on Satur-
day. The Moosehead Lake Region 
Chamber of Commerce raised more 

Moosehead Lake 

REGION E

First Record Setter Second Record Setter

REGION D: Outdoors writer Dwayne Rioux holds 
the December record-setting white perch.

REGION D: December’s record white perch was 
topped by this one caught in January.

Continued from Page 11
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than $4,000 for charities including the 
Natural Resource Education Center at 
Moosehead (NREC), a scholarship for 
a local high school graduate going to 
college in the hospitality fi eld, and to 
the James F. Alenson Fund.   Some of 
these funds donated to NREC will pay 
for college interns this summer that 
will be assisting the IFW with a brook 
trout enhancement project in the 
Rockwood/Jackman area. 

Many anglers donated their 
catch to the Hooked on Fishing wild 
game dinner held every fall in Dover-
Foxcroft.  We want to thank the 
Chamber, especially Bob Hamer and 
Craig Watt, for organizing the derby, 
which helps us reach our manage-
ment goals for the lake as well as 
providing a great weekend for anglers 
and businesses alike.  Thanks to 
Brad and Maggie Scott at Rockwood 
Bait and Tackle, and all the folks that 
volunteered to run the weigh stations 

in Greenville, Rockwood, and at the 
Beaver Cove Marina. And thanks to 
the anglers for making it a successful 
weekend. We’ll see you all next year!

By Richard Dill
Regional Fisheries Biologist

Enfi eld

Over the past month we have 
been receiving reports of good ice 
fi shing from all around Region F.  
Fisheries staff has been seeing good 
numbers of salmon, lake trout and 
lake white fi sh during weekly sur-
veys at Lower Sysladobsis, Junior, 

Scraggley and Pleasant Lakes. We’ve 
also heard reports of decent salmon 
fi shing at Pleasant Lake in Island 
Falls and from West, Duck and Spring 
Lakes, as well.  East Grand Lake has 
been producing some nice togue this 
winter and the quality of the lake’s 
salmon appears to be on the up-
swing. The fall yearling brook trout 
are biting quite well at Cold Stream 
Pond, Upper Cold Stream Pond, 
Schoodic Lake, Molunkus Lake, and 
Upper Pond.  For a complete listing 
of waters stocked with catchable size 
fi sh (legal length) visit the depart-
ment website at: http://www.maine.
gov/ifw/fi shing/reports/stocking/
index.htm

This past weekend the Milo Fire 
Department held the 47th Annual 

Penobscot

REGION F

REGION F: Two ice anglers show off a lake trout that was caught on 
East Grand Lake.

Continued from Page 12

REGION E: IF&W Fisheries Bi-
ologist Jeff Bagley holds a lake 
trout.

Continued on Page 14
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Ice Fishing Derby at Schoodic 
Lake.  Top prizes were re-
ceived by: Sam Blanchard, 
Seal Harbor, for Lake Trout:  
29-inchlong and weighed 8.99 
pounds; Kyle Feero, Alton 
for Salmon: 25.5-inch long 
weighing 4.48 pounds; William 
Lowell, Sebec, Brook Trout: 
19-inch long and weighed 
2.55 pounds.  Largest fi sh for 
kids under the age of 16 went 
to Jake Edmund , Lebanon 
for a 28-inch long cusk and 
weighing 5.21 pounds and 
to Ricky Gould, Corinna for a 
27.5-inch cusk that weighed 
5.09 pounds.  The grand prize, 
a 2008 Polaris 400 4x4 from 
Victory Motorsports in Abbot, 
went to Steven Bradstreet of Lake 
View. 

Finally, the Pushaw Lake Snow-
mobile and ATV Club held its annual 
ice fi shing derby on Jan. 31 and 
Feb. 1.  This is the fourth year that 
Northern pike have been offered as 
a prize category in this derby. The 
illegally introduction of this voracious 
predator in the late 1990s is a mat-
ter of serious concern for biologists 
responsible for managing the fi sher-
ies of the Penobscot drainage.  State 
fi shery biologists and the Pushaw 
derby organizers have collaborated 
to offer prizes for total poundage of 
pike hoping that anglers will assist us 
in our efforts to suppress the lake’s 
pike population.  Although nearly 300 
anglers took part in the derby this 
year, only two pike (both of which 
were captured by Mike Harman of 
Millinocket) were taken.  This is good 
news as it appears that lake’s pike 
population is still quite low.  One of 

the pike was surgically implanted 
with a radio tag to help us learn 
more about the preferred holding and 
spawning areas for pike in Pushaw 
so we can target those areas during 
future pike removal efforts.   

We encourage anglers to kill all 
pike that they capture at Pushaw and 
Perch (Mud) Lakes.  Also, if you cap-
ture a fi sh from any water body in the 
Penobscot drainage that you suspect 
may be a Northern pike, please keep 
the fi sh and contact the MIFW Enfi eld 
Regional Fisheries offi ce at 732-4131.  

By Dave Basley
Regional Fisheries Biologist

Ashland

The 4th Annual Long Lake Fish-
ing Derby was recently held over the 

weekend of Jan. 31 and Feb. 1 
under beautiful weather condi-
tions.  Although advertised as 
the Long Lake derby, other 
waters in the Fish River Chain 
of Lakes are now included in 
the derby. Cash prizes and tro-
phies are awarded for the larg-
est togue, salmon, and brook 
trout in both adult and youth 
(under 16) categories.  In ad-
dition there is a cash prize and 
trophy for the largest cusk and 
most yellow perch.  The youth 

(under 13) registering the largest 
salmon receives a $200 savings bond.  

This year saw 451 registrations.  
The base of operations is the Long 
Lake Sporting Club in Sinclair located 
on the shore of the lake.  Winners of 
the fi rst place fi sh are listed below 
(adult/youth):

Salmon:  Logan Cyr 6 pounds 3 
ounces and Logan Cyr 6 pounds 3 
ounces. (A double winner!) 

Togue:  Spencer Maynard 6 
pounds 2 ounces and Miranda Jan-
dreau-5 pounds

Brook Trout:  Nathan Theriault-2 
pounds 10 ounces and Madison 
Doody 1 pound 11 ounces.

Cusk:  Steve Raymond 7 pounds 
4 ounces

Yellow Perch:  Nathan Theriault 
230 fi sh

$200 Savings Bond:  Mariah Cor-
riveau

A portion of the proceeds benefi ts 
the Edgar J. Paradis Cancer Fund.
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Aroostook Cty. 

REGION G

Photo by Paul Bernier

REGION G: Logan Cyr 
holds one of the two 
6-pound, 3-ounce salmon 
he caught during the 4th 
Annual Long Lake Fishing 
Derby.
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